
These unique earrings require just a few basic knots and are 
easy to make. You can try some of the new large -hole beads 
and your choice of colors for your own interpretation.
Level - Advanced Beginner
Micro-Macrame Knots - Overhand Knot, Slip Knot, Square Knot, Larks Head 
Knot Chain.

Clover Leaf         

by  Joan Babcock
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Materials

Cord
• 18 gauge Nylon Cord: 

	 4 @ 30” ea. 
	 4 @ 20” ea.

• 2 Earring Wires

Beads 
(24) 11° seed beads
(14) 8° seed beads
(2) 6 mm rondelle spacers
(2) 4 mm round 
(2) Large hole beads (these can be any style 
you choose but must have a hole large 
enough to accommodate 6 cords)

Other Required Supplies 
• Macramé Board 
• Quilting Pins or Sewing Pins 

• Scissors (small and sharp)
• #10 beading needle (preferred)
• E-6000 glue

Figure 2

Figure 1

Figure 3
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Part 1 - Horizontal Chain Section
1. Make a Slip Knot (SLK) in one of the 20" cords at the cen-

ter point of the cord and pin it to the board (pin directly 
through the knot). Bring one side of the cord down verti-
cally and tape the other half out of the way (see Fig. 1a).

2. Double one of the 30" cords and attach it to the first cord 
with a sideways Larks Head Knot (LHK) (see Figure 1b). 
The tails of the cords should come out to the Right. Use 
the lower cord of the LHK as the Knotting Cord (KC) for this 
part of the chain. The vertical cord will act as the Anchor 
Cord (AC).Push the LHK up just below the SLK.

3. Continue the chain by making 5 more LHKs (see Figure 2).

4. Thread (2) 11° beads, (1) 8° bead, and (2) 11° beads onto 
the KC of the chain. Make an Overhand Knot at the very 
end of the KC to prevent the beads from sliding off. Push 
one 11° bead up the cord until it’s next to the previous LHK.

5. Make 2 more LHKs, push up the next 11° bead.

6. Make 2 more LHKs, push up the 8° bead.

7. Make 2 more LHKs, push up the next 11° bead.

8. Make 2 more LHKs, push up the next 11° bead.

9. Finish this section of the chain with 3 more LHKs (see 
Figure 3).
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10. Unpin the chain and turn it upside down so that the 6 
beginning LHKs are at the bottom now. Repin the chain to 
the board (see Figure 4).

11. Repeat Steps 4 - 9 (see Figure 5). Note that the KC will 
be on the Left-hand side of the chain now (see Figure 4), 
so make your LHKs in a left to right direction so that they 
match the other knots in the chain. Set the completed 
chain aside for now.

Part 2 - Center Loop Chain Section
12. Make a SLK in one of the 20" cords at the center point of 

the cord and pin it to the board (pin directly through the 
knot). Bring one side of the cord down vertically and tape 
the other half out of the way for now (see Figure 1a).

13. Fold a 30" cord at the center so that one end is approx. 
10” long and the other is 20”. Attach this cord to the verti-
cal 20" cord (see Fig. 1b) with a LHK, and push it up next 
to the SLK. The longer cord of the attached LHK should be 
the lower cord. It will serve as the KC for this chain.

14. Thread the following cords onto the KC:

(1) 11° seed bead

(1) 8° bead

(1) 11° seed bead

(2) 8° beads

(1) 11° seed bead

(1) 8° bead

(1) 11° seed bead

Make an Overhand Knot at the very end of the cord to pre-
vent the beads from sliding off.

15. Make another LHK, push up an 11° bead (see Figure 6 for 
this chain).

Make one LHK, push up an 8° bead.

Make one LHK, push up an 11° bead.

Figure 4
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Figure 5

Figure 6
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Make two LHKs, push up an 8° bead.

Make one LHK, push up an 8° bead.

Make two LHKs, push up an 11° bead.

Make one LHK, push up an 8° bead.

Make one LHK, push up an 11° bead.

Make two LHKs.

16. Locate the (closed) loop of the LHK that’s right at the 
center of the chain between the two 8° beads and enlarge 
it with an embroidery needle (see Figure 7). Pin the chain 
to the board through this loop. (This same loop will later 
be used when attaching the earring wires).

17. Bring the 2 ends of the chain down so that they meet 
below, forming an oval loop with the chain. Join the two 
parts of the chain together with a Square Knot (SQK). The 
two KCs of the chain will serve as the KCs of the SQK (see 
Figure 8).

Part 2 - Joining the Chain Sections
18. Take the other chain section and position it horizontally 

just below the SQK (see Figure 9). It should be centered 
and the beads will face downward.

19. Bring the outer cords of the SQK over the front of the 
horizontal chain while leaving the inner two SQK cords 
underneath it.

20. Make another SQK below the horizontal chain, capturing 
it. Tighten well (see Figure 9).

21. Bring the left side of the horizontal chain upwards 
and over towards the center to form a loop. Bring the AC 
behind the horizontal chain and the KC in front of it. It 
should be positioned next to the center section with the 
SQKs (see Figure 10).Figure 10

Figure 9
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Figure 8

Figure 7
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22. Repeat the same steps on the Right side to form another 
loop (see Figure 11).

23. Group together the 4 cords of the lower SQK with the 
2 top cords from the side chains and make another SQK 
around the 6 grouped cords using the two (underneath) 
cords as the KCs. Tighten well (see Figure 11).

24. Trim off the ends of the 6 bundled (inner) cords of the 
SQK so that they’re about an inch shorter than the 2 outer 
KCs of the SQK. (This is to differentiate them from the KCs).

25. Thread all of the cords through the large bead (this may 
require Fray Check on some of the cords if the hole is 
tight) (see Figure 12).

26. Separate the 2 longer KCs from the rest and pull them 
to the back and away from the others. Cut off all 6 of the 
other cords so that they’re flush with the bottom of the 
bead (see Figure 13a).

Note - A handy tool for cutting cords off flush with the bot-
tom of a bead is a utility blade. But please use caution to 
avoid cutting yourself! Be sure to mask off the sharp cor-
ners with thick tape, leaving only a small area at the cen-
ter of the blade exposed for cutting.

27. Thread the remaining beads onto the 2 joined cords and 
tie them off at the bottom with an OVK. Apply a dab of 
clear nail polish to the knot and let dry. Trim off excess 
cord below the knot (see Figure 13).

28. Attach an earring wire through the LHK loop at the top/
center of the earring (see Figure 14).

Figure 12

Figure 11

Figure 13

Figure 14
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Terms of Use

Any unauthorized reproduction and/or distribution of the downloaded 
materials is prohibited. Use of the jewelry design(s) for commercial or 
teaching purposes is also prohibited.
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Knot Diagrams


